
APPENDIX 4

From: Kenyon, Gaynor
Sent: 17 April 2019 17:08
To: Margaret Carney <Margaret.Carney@sefton.gov.uk>
Cc: Jonathan Williams <Jonathan.Williams@sefton.gov.uk>; Mogford, Steve <>; Bullock, James < 
Subject: Sefton Borough Council re site area charging

Dear Margaret 

hank you for your letter to Steve Mogford and copied to me, amongst others, relating 
to site area charges for schools in Sefton. 

I am replying in Steve’s absence from the office and given my close involvement with 
your team on this topic. 

As you mention in your letter, we have already provided contact details for further 
engagement (i.e. me!) And, following the well-publicised Scrutiny Committee meeting 
when this topic was on the agenda, I again discussed with Jonathan Williams a few 
weeks ago, that we remain committed to being part of any future collaborative 
discussions that look at opportunities for schools to reduce their drainage charges. 

Although we’re not aware of any specific funding avenues, recently Business in the 
Community, through its water resilient cities programme carried out a pilot project at 
a school in Greater Manchester, which incorporated installing a sustainable drainage 
system (SuDS). 

The aim of the project was to identify how SuDS installations within school grounds 
can be self-financing.  The principle being that a local authority could secure external 
investment to install SuDS at their schools and use the reduced water charges to 
repay this. 

United Utilities, along with a number of other partners helped support the creation of 
a demonstration site in Sale, Cheshire. In the immediate term, we would be happy to 
arrange a site visit for representatives from Sefton Borough Council to look at the 
pilot scheme in Sale.  This would provide an opportunity to meet key stakeholders 
involved in this project, to discuss lessons learned, the challenges faced, the benefits 
of the scheme, funding options and the potential to roll out at scale. 

In light of the recent project in Manchester, SBC may be keen to see if a similar 
demonstrator site could be replicated in Sefton. Could I suggest that Jonathan and I 
liaise on the logistics for such a visit? 

Longer term, we believe that any roll out of SuDS would need to be managed and 
co-ordinated at an appropriate local government scale, with the potential to bring in a 
range of beneficiaries and funding options.
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We look forward to supporting and being part of a collective group that looks at 
identifying potential opportunities to scale up a programme of SuDS in Sefton and 
across the region if possible.

Kind regards

Gaynor

Gaynor Kenyon
Corporate Affairs Director 


